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On Jan. 27, in Tegucigalpa, the Liberal Party's Carlos Roberto Reina was sworn in as the country's
new President. Reina defeated the incumbent National Party candidate Oswaldo Ramos Soto
in general elections held Nov. 28 . Reina's inauguration was held at the National Stadium in
Tegucigalpa, with an estimated 30,000 people attending. In his inaugural address, Reina promised
to launch a "moral revolution" aimed at eradicating rampant corruption. Echoing one of the themes
from his presidential campaign, Reina also promised "an end to impunity for those who violate
human rights."
Many Hondurans are also hopeful that Reina will act on his campaign promises to subordinate the
armed forces to civilian authority. The Honduran military has seen its power and influence grow
since the return to civilian rule in 1981. But over the past few years, several high-profile cases of
human rights abuses by military personnel have forced the institution onto the defensive. Indeed,
when the military high command, led by armed forces chief Gen. Luis Alonso Discua, entered the
stadium for Reina's inauguration, the crowd unleashed a deafening chorus of boos and jeers.
Still, the new government's most daunting task will be combating widespread poverty, aggravated
in recent years by the austerity measures implemented under outgoing president Rafael Callejas.
According to Reina's economic advisors, the number of Hondurans living in poverty increased from
seven out of ten to eight out of ten during Callejas's four years in office. In the words of political
analyst Victor Meza, "Poverty poses the biggest challenge to Reina, and to the establishment of
democracy in Honduras."

New cabinet appointed
Prior to his inauguration, Reina had announced the members of his cabinet, a mix of business
leaders, politicians and scholars. The list of newly-appointed ministers includes: Foreign Affairs:
Ernesto Paz Aguilar; Interior (Gobernacion): Efrain Moncada Silva; Economy: Delmer Urbizo
Panting; Treasury: Juan Ferrera; Planning: Guillermo Molina Chocano; Central Bank: Hugo
Noe Pino; Defense: Gen. Reynaldo Andino; Labor: Cecilio Zavala; Health: Enrique Samayoa;
Education: Xenobia Rodas; Communications: German Aparicio; Culture: Rodolfo Pastor; Natural
Resources: Ramon Villeda Bermudez; Environment: Carlos Medina; Other cabinet appointees
include Guillermo Bueso, Dante Ramirez, Jorge Bueso Arias, and Ubodoro Arriaga. Several of
the new ministers who will have some influence over economic policy were harsh critics of the
economic program imposed by Callejas. Chief among them is the new Central Bank president,
Hugo Noe Pino, former head of the Honduran Association of Economists (Colegio Hondureno de
Economistas, CHE), a private think tank which does research on economic policy.
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